
Greetings to you and
your families.  I want to
take a quick moment of
your time to send a big
thank you!  

After eight long months
of difficult weather,  I am
very thankful to report
that we are about fin-
ished!  This June my fam-
ily and I spent our first
night in our new home.
The landscaping is still in
process and now the real
chore begins...... unpack-
ing. My children have
been so excited to have
their own rooms and a
new start to meet new
friends. My words will never be enough as
I attempt to express our gratitude to you
all.  

Habitat is a wonderful organization.  The
volunteers are more than builders of brick.
They are changers of lives.  

The volunteers have
worked long hours in
every sort of weather.
The workers have also
taken a special  interest
in encouraging my chil-
dren and teaching them
as we work together. My
children have been very
fortunate to meet such a
rare group of people. 

I also thank all of you
who read this.  You all
play a part in this organi-
zation.  Whether it be
through monetary dona-
tion, time spent, or your
prayers, you all are mak-
ing a difference.  I salute

the Habitat organization and their contribu-
tors for all that you do. 

May God bless each of you in a special
way. 

Thanks for everything, 
Angie, Samantha, and Steven Seyler 
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When making a contribution,
please make your check payable to: 

Central Westmoreland 
Habitat for Humanity. 

YOUR GIFT IS
100 PERCENT

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE.

CWHFH, P.O. Box 516, 
Greensburg, Pa. 15601-0516

724-523-0308

PROJECT 7 HOMEOWNER SAYS THANKS

Central Westmoreland
Habitat serves Unity, Hempfield,
Mt. Pleasant, Penn and North
Huntingdon townships, the
cities of Greensburg (including
South and Southwest), Latrobe
and Jeannette; Irwin, Penn and
Youngwood boroughs, and the
communities of Adamsburg,
Arona, Hunker, New Stanton
and Manor.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Our efforts continue to bear fruit thanks to the efforts

of our volunteers, contributors, and board members. Little
more than a month ago Angie moved into her new home.
Soon we will be breaking ground for Diane's home and
finishing up a much needed warehouse.

One of our ongoing needs is finding partner families
to receive a home. Candidates should have a steady,
but not high income and not qualify for a regular mort-
gage. They must be willing to put in a minimum of 350
hours of sweat equity building their own home or the
home of another family and must currently live in sub-
standard or inadequate housing.  If you know of some-
one who meets these requirements,  ask them to apply. 

Thank you very much for all your efforts as we
strive to eliminate poverty housing and homelessness
both here in Westmoreland County and around the
world.

Ed Ford

Samantha and Steven Seyler
with Cong. Tim Murphy at the
Habitat Kids Triathlon.
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IT’S TOOL

TIME IN

HEMPFIELD! 
Looking to spruce up your

home? By contributing to
Central Westmoreland
Habitat for Humanity during
Hempfield Days, Sept. 19-
21, you’ll be eligible to win
a handyman’s gift basket. 

There’s plenty of fun for
the kids, too.
Be sure to stop by and deco-
rate a cookie.  Contributions
are $1. Proceeds from this
edible construction project
also benefit CWHFH. 



Sponsors contribute to event’s success

Still thinking about selling
your car, but haven’t acted
on your thought yet? Well,
good news! Central
Westmoreland Habitat for
Humanity can make use of
your used auto!

Thus far, seven vehicles
have been
donated to
CWHFH and
were either
sold or will be
shortly. That’s
good news for folks looking
for a way to move an
unwanted car or truck and
still claim a charitable tax
deduction!

The fair market value of
your used vehicle is tax
deductible. You will be pro-
vided with a letter quoting
the "Blue Book" price of the
car or truck, which will
guide you in determining its
fair market value for tax
purposes. 

The process is simple.
Just call 724-523-0308 for
details.

USED CARS

CAN BECOME

HABITAT CASH

For each house that Habitat builds in the
United States, affiliates tithe 10 percent of
their income to build another house some-
where in a Third World country. Central
Westmoreland Habitat has designated its
tithe this year to Chihuahua, Mexico.

Habitat began work in Mexico in 1987
with projects in Anˆhauc, Chihuahua, and
in Mezquital Valley, Hidalgo. These initial
projects were not under the current affiliate
system, but by 1989,  HFH Mexico was
formed. Now with 24 affiliates, HFH Mexico
has constructed more than 12,000 houses,
making it the largest program outside of
the United States.

CWHFH has chosen Mexico because,
like in other Third World countries, the
housing deficit is enormous. Due primarily
to limited credit access and inflated prices
in the private housing market, it is estimat-
ed that of the more than 1 million people
living in the country, one in every three
adults live in substandard conditions.
Further, Income distribution is very
unequal, with 20 percent of income earners
accounting for 55 percent of income. 

Working under a republic, a large majori-
ty of the country's workers are employed in
state- and private-owned manufacturing
industries, service industries, or large-scale

traditional agriculture. 
In the Mezquital Valley, where Habitat

has built more than 3,000 houses, families
live in shanties made of any scraps they
can obtain--leaves of the maguey cactus,
discarded lumber or cardboard, and other
miscellaneous items. Thanks to the work of
Habitat for Humanity, a number of Mexican
families now enjoy the "luxuries" found in a
typical HFH home. These include, two bed-
rooms, a kitchen, bathroom, living room
and, depending upon septic tank availabili-
ty, either a dry latrine or toilet. Building
materials vary according to regional avail-
ability. When they can use local materials,
affiliates are able to reduce house con-
struction costs.

Habitat for Humanity further completed a
worthwhile project in Guanajuatom near
Chihuahua. In April, 45 students participat-
ed in “SC Johnson Challenge: Youth
Building More Than Houses."  

The partnership between SC Johnson
and HFH is intended to educate young
Mexicans about the needs of people living
in inadequate conditions throughout their
country. During the Challenge, participants
took part in activities designed to help
them build community development skills
they can adapt to their own communities.

AFFILIATE TITHES TO GLOBAL VILLAGE

We know that in everything God works for good with those
who love him, who are called according to his purpose.

-- Romans 8:28

  

HABITAT UPGRADES MEXICAN SHANTIES 

Partnering is what Habitat is all about. For
the second consecutive year, Central
Westmoreland
Habitat success-
fully partnered
with parents,
children and
underwriters to
raise $4,000 for
the local affili-
ate’s continuing projects. 

The field included 50 youngsters ages 5 to
12, who ran, swam and biked their way to vic-
tory Aug. 9 at Greensburg’s Lynch Field.
Central Westmoreland Habitat’s newest part-
ner families - the Seylers and the Bensons -
were both active in this year’s event. In fact,
Steven Seyler claimed a trophy in his age divi-
sion, having persevered in the pool by over-

coming his fear and inexperience!
Cong. Tim Murphy continues to show his

support of
Habitat in the
Greater
Pittsburgh area
and was pres-
ent throughout
the Habitat
Kids Triathlon,

cheering on participants and rewarding com-
petitors with a medal as they crossed the finish
line.

This year’s event was sponsored by 84
Lumber, Dominion Peoples and UPMC Health
Plan, with gifts in kind from Laurel Group,
Tribune-Review, Latrobe Bulletin, Comcast,
and U-92, as well as area merchants who pro-
vided refreshments for the athletes.



A YEAR’S WORTH OF ACTIVITY

Wondering what the Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity has been
doing in the past year? Well, as you can see, we’ve been busy! Since July 2002,
and with your earnest support, together we have completed the following projects:

■ Purchased building sites in Grapeville and Jeannette for our next three houses.
■ Completed the Seyler home in North Irwin.
■ Held two successful church-sponsored dinners.
■ Entered into a collaboration with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania whereby  

the state will purchase approximately $169,000 of our mortgages.
■ Selected our next homeowner/partner Diane Benson.
■ Made valuable connections with Penn Trafford High School and a new set of 

youthful volunteers.
■ Hosted our first Kids’ Triathlon in August 2002, which netted $4,500.
■ Hosted a State Farm Golf Outing, which netted $7,000.
■ Had an effective volunteer sign-up.
■ Received substantial donations from Region 7 Churches ($14,500) and  

Westmoreland Realtors Association ($7,300)
■ Received $10,750 from foundations and banks toward our Warehouse project.
■ Built a new alliance with Jewish community in our “build a synagogue” project.
■ Created an effective association with the Westmoreland Professional Builders 

Association.
■ Involved the electricity class from the Central Westmoreland Career and 

Technology Center in work on the North Irwin house.

Clearly, because of wonderful volunteers and givers like you, we have had another
outstanding year. Thank you for your continued effort.

Central Westmoreland Habitat is the recipi-
ent of a $1,200 grant from The Pittsburgh
Foundation, Saint Joseph the Carpenter Fund,
for capital expenditures. The gift is being used
to construct the warehouse/headquarters for
our affiliate in Jeannette.

In 2001, The Pittsburgh Foundation made
a record $29.5 million in grants to charitable
organizations and is one of the nation’s largest
community foundations. Established in 1945,
The Pittsburgh Foundation is comprised of
more than 800 funds established by organiza-
tions and individual donors. These funds range
from $10,000 to more than $39 million, and
have a combined market value of approxi-
mately $500 million. 

Service organizations face many of the same issues. At times, some vol-
unteers lose interest in the necessary tasks, the top of the work pile seems
out of reach, or funds are running low. In the case of low funds, a number of
local organizations have done it-- they’re held successful fund-raisers to
replemish their monies. Looking for a new way to raise the funds can often
be difficult. Check out these suggestions and let us know what successful
fund-raiser you have done to benefit Central Westmoreland Habitat. 

To honor fathers, sell 2 X 4’s to be used in building HFHhouses. Place a
few boards in a common place and have folks sign the boards in honor or
memory of others for a donation.

As the old adage goes, “the way to a man’s heart is through his stomach.”
So, host a spaghetti, pork chop, or fish dinner. Or, hold a picnic with an
admission fee.

Organize a community event including a street fair or festival.

Consider a bake sale, plant sale, rummage sale, or any other sale.

Spook participants at a mystery dinner.

Host an under 21 dance, Powerpuff sporting event, or community bing .

Hold a shed or bird house building contest and sell the structure.

Students at Franklin Regional and
Penn Trafford high schools and St.

Vincent College are among CWHFH’s
most faithful volunteers! Consider
forming a student affiliate in your

school district. We’ll be glad you did.

Others Have Done It...

Habitat part of United Way Day of Caring Sept. 10...Habitat part of United Way Day of Caring Sept. 10...
Warehouse takes shape with helping handsWarehouse takes shape with helping hands

CWHFH
Receives
Grant

More fund-raising suggestions

Support Habitat ...
Stop hunger ...

with CHAIR-ity
CWHFH and other local service

organizations are teaming up with the
Westmoreland County Food Bank in a
unique fund-raiser.

Oct. 18-25 at First Presbyterian
Church in Greensburg, HFHwill be one
organization among many that will be
participating in the first ever CHAIR-ity
event. 

Each organization will be represent-
ed by a creatively decorated chair, the
remnants of recent refurbishing in the
First Presbyterian Preschool. Following
a 3 p.m. Musical Chairs Musicale at the
church on Oct. 18, the chairs will be on
display for the week that follows. Stop
by during the week and cast your mon-
etary vote for one or more of your
favorite charities. Each charity keeps
its cash votes. The Food Bank receives
proceeds of the Oct. 24 auction.  

We invite you to “pull up a chair” for
charity!



Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity
P.O. Box 516
Greensburg, PA 15601-0516

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No 169

Greensburg, PA
15601

MISSION
"Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity, 

an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International,
uses volunteer and community labor 
in partnership with selected families
to build decent, affordable housing."

VISION
"Central Westmoreland Habitat for Humanity 

will become synonymous with decent, 
affordable housing in our service area."


